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The Seahaven Business Awards 2026 celebrate the people behind the success

Behind every successful business is a story — of long days, brave decisions, setbacks overcome and moments of pride. The Seahaven Business Awards 2026 exist to recognise and celebrate those stories, and the people who power our local economy across Newhaven, Seaford, Peacehaven and Telscombe and make it so special.

Now in their 21st year, the Seahaven Business Awards are proud to open nominations for 2026. These awards honour businesses that have shown commitment, creativity, resilience and ambition — whether through steady growth, bold innovation, outstanding service or quiet determination. Businesses located just outside these areas, but working predominantly within them, are also warmly invited to enter.

Every journey is different. Every success matters.

Organised by Newhaven Chamber of Commerce in partnership with Seaford and Peacehaven Chambers of Commerce, the Awards are open to businesses of all sizes and sectors. From family-run enterprises to established organisations and rising new ventures, the Seahaven Business Awards celebrate those who set standards, support their communities and make a positive difference through their work.

There are seven award categories, with up to three finalists shortlisted in each. All finalists will be invited to attend a memorable Awards Ceremony and Gala Dinner on Friday 8 May 2026 at the iconic Amex Stadium, Falmer. The evening will bring together business leaders, community figures and dignitaries, including the Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex (or his Deputy), the Vietnamese Ambassador to the UK and Ireland, and local MPs James MacCleary and Chris Ward — an opportunity to pause, reflect and celebrate together.

If your business has grown through challenge, adapted to change, supported others or quietly gone above and beyond, now is the moment to be recognised. You can nominate your own business, be nominated by others, or nominate a business whose journey inspires you. Entry is free, and a separate entry may be submitted for each category entered. The closing date for nominations is Friday 13 March 2026.

All entries are considered by an independent judging panel made up of respected business leaders, including Presidents of the local Chambers of Commerce, MP James MacCleary, MP Chris Ward and Ana Christie, CEO of the Sussex Chamber of Commerce. The judges’ decisions are final and will be announced on the night of the Awards Ceremony and Gala Dinner.

We are delighted to welcome our new gold sponsors for 2026 - Quintessence Fragrances of Newhaven. The Seahaven Business Awards would not be possible without the generous support of all sponsors whose commitment reflects their belief in local enterprise: Newhaven Port & Properties, Newhaven Chamber of Commerce, Tomsetts Distribution Ltd, Cleankill Pest Control, Leather4Craft Ltd., V R Flowers & Son, LeForte Property Maintenance, 2nd Cup of Tea, Arlette Florist, Seahaven FM, Enchanted Princess Parties and our 7 trophy sponsors listed below.

Award winners will receive a beautifully crafted bespoke trophy made from gold anodised aircraft-grade aluminium, featuring hand-engraved depictions of the Seven Sisters cliffs and hand-enamelled Seahaven Business Awards logos. Designed and created by Newhaven goldsmith Mike Shorer, each trophy is a lasting reminder of dedication, perseverance and achievement.

The Seahaven Business Awards are not just about winning. They are about recognising effort, celebrating progress and saying thank you to the people who keep our local economy moving. If you believe your story deserves to be heard, we warmly encourage you to take part in the Seahaven Business Awards 2026.

Closing date for nominations is Friday, 13 March 2026 and the judges’ decisions, which are final, will be announced at the Awards Ceremony & Dinner on Friday 8 May 2026. 


When you nominate or enter, please consider the following criteria as it will support your entry.
· How you support and develop your staff including training, health and wellbeing 
· The challenges you have faced in recent years and how you have overcome them. 
· The quality of your products and/or services 
· Any innovation, improvements or new products introduced
· How you have improved customer service or customer experience 
· What makes your business stand out from competitors
· Your objectives and ambitions for the next 3 years. 
You may complete this form or submit a separate written entry. If submitting separately, you may like to consider these criteria to support the judging process.
AWARD CATEGORIES

· Business of the Year – sponsored by the Newhaven Enterprise Zone
· Business Person of the Year – sponsored by Swindell’s Chartered Accountants
· Best Tourism and Leisure Business – sponsored by Fine Marketing is a new category celebrating a tourism or leisure business that has encouraged visitors to the area and created opportunities for other local businesses to flourish.

· Best Customer Service – sponsored by We Are Cleaners 
· Best New Business (under 2 years old as of 1/1/2026) – sponsored by The Newhaven Enterprise Centre
· Best Health, Fitness and Wellbeing – sponsored by Experience It Now Travel
· President's Award for Artistic Enterprise sponsored by Mike Shorer Fine Jewellery. Open to talented makers and creative entrepreneurs who have turned their hobbies and passions into a business where their artistic products or skills are their main income. This could be music, art, crafts, jewellery, needlework, sculpture, cabinetry, glasswork and much more.

Please note that sponsors of these awards are ineligible to enter the Awards.

Please complete this form in black ink or typewritten script and return the completed nomination form to: Newhaven Chamber of Commerce/SBA Entry, c/o Newhaven Enterprise Centre, Denton Island, Newhaven, BN9 9BA or by e-mail to: awards@newhavenchamber.co.uk

You are welcome to enhance your entry by attaching evidence of achievements, photographs and testimonials from satisfied customers or by submitting a presentation folder.

Please note that web and social media links will not be considered as part of these entries due to the screentime required by judges. However, you can download the form and include good quality screenshots or images to enhance your entries, or supply a presentation folder 

Please read our Terms & Conditions on the website.

The closing date for nominations is FRIDAY, 13 MARCH, 2026.



Seahaven Business Awards Entry Form 2026


Please indicate which category this nomination is for and nominate for one category per form.

[bookmark: Check1]|_| Business of the Year                                  |_| Business Person of the Year
|_| Best New Business (under 2 years’ old).   |_| Best Customer Service
             |_| Best Tourism & Leisure Business.             |_| Best Health, Fitness & Wellbeing Business
|_| President’s Award for Artistic Enterprise   



Your name …………………………………………….	Your phone number ……………………
Your e-mail address …………………………………………………………….. please print clearly
What is your relationship to the person/business you are nominating?...........................................
........................................................................................................................................................

I nominate …………………………………………………………………………………………..……
Contact name …………………………………………	Telephone number ……………………
E-Mail address …………………………………………………………………. Please, print clearly
Business address…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………      Post code ……………

Please provide details about this business/person does. If using the online form, these spaces will expand. If printing and submitting, you can include additional pages with your entry.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………    
What makes this business/person stand out from the crowd?  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

I believe this business/person deserves to win in this category because: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
Please feel free to add additional sheets with testimonials and photographs to support your entry. 
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